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Introduction
This is a short guide to St Saviour’s churchyard and the churchyard
regulations which are currently in force. We hope that you will help to
keep the churchyard in the excellent condition it is in now.

Burials
At present, burials of both bodies and cremated remains are carried out
in the churchyard. 

If the deceased is a parishioner or member of the church electoral roll
and has had a close relative buried in the churchyard, then it may be
possible for the burial of the deceased to take place in the existing
grave, provided there is room and the person. Otherwise, a new
gravespace may be allocated.

Burials of
ashes
For cremated
remains, there
is a collective
area, called
the Garden of
Remembrance
, just off the
main path in
front of the
church. This
contains a set
of upright memorial stones, inscribed with the names and dates of
those whose ashes are interred there. It has a border of flower vases
which is shared. In this area ashes are loosely buried;1 the area is not
suitable for burying caskets or other containers. Cut flowers may be
placed in flower vases, but artificial flowers are not permitted, as
otherwise they would ‘take over’, leaving no room for fresh flowers.
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1 Although the term ‘scattering’ is sometimes used, in order to differentiate ‘loose
burial’ from burial in a container, this is misleading, as the ashes are always buried not
scattered on the ground.



If the deceased has had a close relative buried in the churchyard
(either a full burial or ashes) it may be possible for an additional burial
of ashes to take place in that plot, with or without a casket, depending
on space. 

In the past, ashes were buried in their own separate plots, but this is
not now done and cremated remains are buried either in existing
graves or in the Garden of Remembrance. 

Monuments
In any historic churchyard a
variety of monuments can
be found, made of various
materials and of various
shapes and sizes. The
presence of an existing
monument gives no
indication as to whether this
is in accordance with
current regulations.

The details in this guide
are based on the current
Churchyard Regulations as
laid down by the Diocese of
Bristol, and adopted by the
Parochial Church Council of
Coalpit Heath. Further
information can be obtained
from the Diocesan Registrar.

Rights of Burial
Whilst the churchyard remains open parishioners (including those on
the church electoral roll) and others who die in the parish have a right
of burial in the churchyard, if there is space remaining. The Vicar, the
Parochial Church Council and the Churchwardens may also grant
permission for the burial of other persons at their discretion. Grave
spaces are not normally reserved; any such reservation can only be
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done through applying for a faculty from the Chancellor of the Diocese.

The whole churchyard is vested in the Vicar2 alone. No right of
ownership is conferred upon the relatives of the deceased (or upon any
other person) by any of the following:
� the reservation of a grave space;
� the exercise of the right of burial; or
� the erection of a memorial. 

Permission for Memorials on Graves
The erection of a memorial is a privilege, not a right. The ultimate
authority is that of the Chancellor of the Diocese, exercised in the
Consistory Court upon an application for a faculty. He has the power to
allow by faculty any kind of gravestone or other memorial in a
churchyard. Faculty application forms can be obtained from the
Diocesan Registry. Statutory fees are payable.

A limited authority, however, is delegated by the Chancellor to the
Vicar to give permission for memorials provided that in size, design
and material they fall within the category of what is normally
recognised as suitable. Permission must be given in writing.
Stonemasons are normally familiar with the regulations that apply to a
specific churchyard.

Permission for additional inscriptions or any other changes should
go through the same system of written permission and payment of the
required statutory fee. Again, the stonemason you appoint will be able
to help you with the details. 

The Design of the Monument
The requirements are as follows:

1 Materials 
The memorial must be in one of the following materials:
a English limestone or pennant stone; or
b unpolished grey granite; or
c Nabresina (Roman stone); or
d English oak; or
e English or Welsh slate.
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2 The Vicar or Priest-in-Charge, or, if there is a vacancy, the Archdeacon.



2 Form 
The memorial must consist of:
a A headstone not more than 4' (120 cm) high; or
b a cross not more than 4'6" (135 cm) high; or
c a horizontal slab sunk so that the surface of the same is

sufficiently flush with the surrounding earth to allow a mower or
autoscythe to pass over it.

3 Advertisements or trademarks 
No identification of the maker or supplier must appear on the
memorial other than the name only of the craftsman or designer in
letters not more than half an inch (13 mm) high.

4 Base 
Any base upon which a headstone (or other memorial) is fixed for
stability must be sunk low enough into the ground to allow a mower
or autoscythe to pass over it.

5 Spacing 
Headstones must be placed conveniently for the churchyard mower
to pass around them.

6 Additional features 
A memorial shall not include any photograph, metal or plastic
inserts, railings, chippings, statuary, bird baths or other artefacts.

Permission to introduce a design which does not conform to the above
guidelines should be sought from the Chancellor of the Diocese, when
a faculty will be needed (for which the appropriate application fee
should be paid). The Vicar will advise on how this may be done. 

Existing Memorials
It is not uncommon for churchyards already to contain memorials
introduced in the past (with or without faculty) which do not conform
to the criteria set out above. However, such memorials are not to be
followed as precedents. If there is any doubt, the advice of the Registrar
or the Diocesan Advisory Committee should be sought.

Applications for Memorials
An application to the Vicar must be made by letter. The design must be
submitted for the incumbent’s approval before any order is given to a
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stonemason. Information provided must include: the inscription
(properly set out); the style of lettering; full particulars of the materials;
the dimensions; and details of the proposed foundation work. No
further steps may be taken before approval is received in writing. 

If an application falls outside the churchyard regulations it should
be referred to the Chancellor, to whom an application for a faculty can
be made.

Flowers
Ideally graves will have integral flower containers, in which flowers can
be placed. There is a tap for water on the north side of the chancel. It
should be noted that the grass is cut regularly and that flowers should
not be allowed to fall on the grass. Wreaths and flowers placed on a
grave should be removed as soon as they have withered. The
Churchwardens reserve the right to remove flowers which have died. 

Large flower arrangements can cause problems, especially in windy
conditions. If flowers are not securely anchored they may blow away.
The Church Wardens may remove such arrangements and artificial
flowers at their discretion.

Bulbs and small annual plants may be planted on graves. Shrubs and
larger perennial plants are not permitted.

Wreaths and other floral tributes depicting names, which are made
of oasis and wire, can cause problems when the grass is mowed. These
should also be removed once the flowers have withered. Christmas
wreaths should be removed by the second week in January.

Clearance or Alterations to Gravestones or Memorials 
No gravestone or memorial may be moved or removed without a
faculty (unless there are health and safety considerations). The
Diocesan Registrar can provide further advice. Repairs are the
responsibility of the relatives of those being commemorated. The
Diocesan Advisory Committee will advise whether or not the proposed
works require a faculty. The Vicar can help you obtain this advice.

Disposal of Rubbish
Bins are provided beside the gate leading to the car park – green for cut
flowers, grass and cardboard; grey for non-compostable waste. Please
put rubbish in them and do not leave anything alongside for others to
clear.
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Rights of Way
The paths from the lych gate and from the car park are permissive
paths and not a right of way. Whilst the Parochial Church Council is
happy for people to walk through the churchyard, we would ask
everyone please to respect the area and keep dogs on a lead.

Entrance to the church hall is partly through the churchyard. Drivers
of vehicles intending to unload heavy items are asked to take particular
care when passing graves bordering the driveway. The area outside the
church hall should be kept free of cars at all other times to allow access
to emergency vehicles.

Maintenance of the Churchyard
Maintenance of the churchyard is done mainly by volunteers; however,
some costs are incurred, such as buying and servicing mowers, and
work on trees and walls. If you would like to contribute towards the
cost of the general upkeep of the churchyard, donations can be sent to:

Mr M. Swain 
Licensed Lay Minister 
35 Alexandra Road 
Coalpit Heath 
South Gloucestershire 
BS36 2PZ 

01454 774 927

Cheques should be made payable to “St Saviour’s Churchyard Fund”.

Further information
A full copy of the Churchyard Regulations issued by the Chancellor of
the Diocese is kept in church and may be viewed on application to the
Vicar or a Churchwarden.

Further information can be obtained from:

Vicar
The Rev. Colin Lunt
The Vicarage, Beesmoor Road
Coalpit Heath
South Gloucestershire
BS36 2RP
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01454 775129

colin@lunt.co.uk

Diocesan Advisory Committee
The DAC Office
14 Market Place
Wells
Somerset
BA5 2RE

01749 674747

jane.holmes@harris-harris.co.uk
Please note: Jane deals with DAC matters on Wednesdays and
Thursdays

Diocesan Registrar
Mr Tim Berry
Harris & Harris
14 Market Place
Wells
Somerset
BA5 2RE

01749 674747

tim.berry@harris-harris.co.uk

Internet web sites
Church of England
www.cofe.anglican.org

Diocese of Bristol
www.bristol.anglican.org

Parish of Coalpit Heath 
www.coalpitheath.org.uk

CPL10A
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